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By	Jean-Luc	BouchardPublished	May	18,	2018Last	updated	July	20,	2022This	article	is	more	than	2	years	old.Fortnite	Battle	Royale’s	newest	game	mode	is	called	“Solo	Showdown,”	and	it’s	not	for	the	casual	player.Released	yesterday	(May	17),	“Solo	Showdown”	is	a	competitive	free-for-all	event	lasting	until	May	21	that	will	rank	the	top	players	from
1st	place	to	100th.	According	to	Epic	Games’	announcement,	”top	performers	will	be	rewarded	at	the	conclusion	of	this	competition”	with	free	V-Bucks,	the	internal	currency	of	Fortnite.	The	top	prize	is	50,000	V-Bucks,	which	is	worth	around	$500.The	full	set	of	rules	for	the	mode	can	be	found	here,	but	the	most	important	one	to	note	is	that	players
are	ranked	by	their	first	50	games	in	“Solo	Showdown,”	and	must	play	50	games	in	the	mode	to	be	eligible	for	prizes.How	many	V-Bucks	can	you	win	by	ranking	in	“Solo	Showdown”?Here’s	how	the	prize	tier	will	divvy	up	V-Bucks	to	top-ranking	players	at	the	close	of	“Solo	Showdown:”1st	place:	50,000	V-Bucks2nd—4th	place:	25,000	V-Bucks5th—
50th	place:	13,500	V-Bucks51st—100th	place:	7,500	V-BucksCompetitive	mode	means	competitive	gameplayBefore	you	start	listing	all	the	ways	you’ll	spend	those	free	V-Bucks,	be	prepared	the	face	some	serious	competition.	Highly-skilled	Fortnite	players	suddenly	have	the	opportunity	to	prove	their	worth,	and	the	gameplay	has	been	noticeably
intense	thus	far.	Anticipate	far-range	sniper	shots	and	creative	attacks	with	gravity	crystals,	as	well	as	M.C.	Escher-style	building	wars	in	the	final	circles.	Time	to	sharpen	up	those	gun-swapping	reflexes.	Epic	Games	will	give	Fortnite	players	1,000	V-Bucks	if	they	ever	purchased	an	in-game	loot	box,	presented	within	the	game	as	“loot	llamas”
containing	randomized	items,	as	part	of	a	proposed	class	action	lawsuit	settlement	to	be	approved	later	this	week.	While	Fortnite’s	massively	popular	battle	royale	mode	has	never	contained	randomized	loot	boxes,	the	game’s	cooperative	survival	mode,	“Save	the	World,”	did	—	at	least	until	2019	when	Epic	changed	its	loot	box	system	to	allow	players
to	see	the	item	inside	prior	to	purchase.	Now,	anyone	who	purchased	a	randomized	loot	box	prior	to	their	discontinuation	will	have	the	1,000	V-Bucks	(roughly	$8)	deposited	automatically	into	their	accounts	over	the	next	two	to	three	days.	The	decision	is	part	of	a	broader	move	from	Epic	to	settle	blind	draw	loot	box	lawsuits	it’s	faced	over	the	last
few	years.		In	this	case,	the	developer	on	Monday	received	confirmation	from	a	judge	of	preliminary	approval	for	its	class	action	settlement	in	the	Superior	Court	of	North	Carolina,	which	is	why	Epic	says	it	will	begin	distributing	the	rewards	today.	The	move	is	unusual,	as	class	action	lawsuit	settlements	typically	require	claimants	to	file	claims	to
receive	benefits.	But	Epic	says	it’s	giving	out	benefits	early	because	it	feels	its	current	position	on	loot	boxes	is	the	right	one,	and	that	its	players	are	owed	something	for	having	bought	randomized	ones	in	the	past.	Epic	will	deposit	V-Bucks	and	Rocket	League	credits	automatically	“For	one,	it’s	the	right	thing	to	do	and	we	feel	strongly	about	random
item	loot	boxes.	And	two,	we	feel	good	about	the	settlement,”	said	Jeffrey	Jacobson,	a	partner	at	the	law	firm	Faegre	Drinker	representing	Epic,	tells	The	Verge	in	an	interview.	“We	hope	our	players	agree	with	us.”	A	final	approval	hearing	is	scheduled	for	May,	and	lawyers	representing	both	Epic	and	the	plaintiffs	expect	the	settlement	to	be	approved
as	is.	Epic	says	that	while	the	settlement	affects	only	US	players,	it’s	deciding	to	award	the	1,000	V-Bucks	to	all	players	of	Fortnite	globally,	so	long	as	they	purchased	at	least	one	of	its	randomized	loot	llamas.	The	proposed	settlement	also	includes	Rocket	League	players	who	purchased	in-game	items	like	event	crates	or	keys	to	open	loot	boxes	in	the
game,	and	affected	players	will	be	given	1,000	credits	to	be	distributed	automatically	this	week	in	similar	fashion.	Epic	acquired	Rocket	League	developer	Psyonix	in	2019.	Epic	says	with	regard	to	the	scope	of	the	US	settlement,	the	V-Bucks	benefit	will	go	to	6.5	million	players	who	bought	a	random	item	loot	llama	in	Fortnite	and	2.9	million	Rocket
League	players	who	purchased	an	event	crate	or	a	key	that	was	used	to	open	a	crate.	“We	stopped	offering	random	item	loot	boxes	like	Fortnite	Loot	Llamas	and	Rocket	League	Crates	because	we	realized	that	some	players	were	repeatedly	disappointed	by	not	receiving	the	random	items	they	hoped	for,”	said	Epic	CEO	Tim	Sweeney	in	a	statement	to
The	Verge	on	Monday.	“Players	should	know	upfront	what	they	are	paying	for	when	they	make	in-game	purchases.”	The	proposed	settlement	also	provides	up	to	$26.4	million	in	additional	cash	and	other	benefits	for	Fortnite	and	Rocket	League	players	“to	resolve	claims	arising	from	players’	loot	box	purchases,”	in	other	words	refunds	on	prior
purchases	that	go	beyond	the	standard	settlement	terms.	This	pool	includes	both	sides’	attorney	fees,	according	to	Epic.	But	the	preliminary	settlement	also	includes	a	provision	that	would	allow	for	players	who	think	they	were	subject	to	legal	harm	as	part	of	randomized	loot	box	purchases	to	argue	for	money	back.	This	benefit	pool	is	available	to
minors	in	California	who	used	their	own	money,	and	not	the	money	of	a	parent	or	guardian,	to	purchase	Epic	loot	boxes,	which	qualifies	them	for	benefits	under	the	state’s	contract	disaffirmation	law.	It	also	includes	any	US	Fortnite	or	Rocket	League	player	who	thinks	they	were	subject	to	legal	harm,	such	as	fraud,	by	purchasing	randomized	loot
boxes	from	Epic.	In	each	case,	a	player	can	submit	a	claim	to	be	investigated	by	a	neutral	administrator,	with	a	potential	refund	award	of	up	to	$50	in	refunds.	For	non-minors	filing	claims	regarding	legal	harm,	Epic	will	award	either	up	to	$50	or	13,500	V-Bucks	(or	13,000	Rocket	League	credits)	depending	on	which	benefit	the	claimant	prefers,	if	the
claim	is	approved.	US	residents	who	believe	they’re	entitled	to	these	extra	benefits	can	file	claims	at	www.epiclootboxsettlement.com,	which	Epic	put	live	Monday	afternoon.	Epic	stopped	selling	randomized	loot	boxes	in	2019,	replacing	what	were	once	“V-Buck	Llamas’’	with	“X-Ray	Llamas”	in	Fortnite’s	“Save	the	World”	game	mode.	At	the	time,
these	blind	draw	llamas	ran	users	50	V-Bucks	(at	the	time	around	50	cents)	and	contained	a	random	assortment	of	skins,	weapons,	or	other	loot.	Later	that	year,	Rocket	League	removed	loot	boxes	as	well,	months	after	Epic	acquired	its	creator	Psyonix.	According	to	Jacobson,	Epic’s	lawyer,	the	class	action	settlement	is	“an	exclamation	point	on	a
position	we	first	announced	two	years	ago.”	“Players	should	know	upfront	what	they	are	paying	for	when	they	make	in-game	purchases.”	Loot	boxes	have	come	under	fire	from	lawmakers	and	regulators	around	the	world	who	claim	selling	random	chances	at	rare	or	coveted	in-game	items	is	akin	to	gambling.	Especially	concerning	to	critics	of	the
practice	is	that	many	of	the	players	engaging	with	loot	box	systems	are	children,	sometimes	using	their	own	money	but	often	with	access	to	a	parent	or	guardian’s	credit	card.	Many	of	the	biggest	games	of	the	last	decade,	including	entries	in	Electronic	Arts’	FIFA	franchise	and	Blizzard’s	Overwatch,	sell	blind	draw	loot	boxes	for	real	money,	and	the
business	practice	has	proved	lucrative	for	game	developers.	In	some	cases,	game	companies	make	more	money	on	in-game	microtransactions,	like	loot	boxes,	than	they	do	on	selling	games	outright.	In	2018,	Belgium	ruled	that	randomized	loot	boxes	constituted	illegal	gambling	and	were	subject	to	the	country’s	gaming	law,	forcing	many	prominent
developers	to	either	discontinue	the	practice	in	the	country	or	alter	how	they	allow	players	to	buy	and	spend	in-game	currency	at	the	risk	of	steep	fines.	Though	the	US	has	laws	around	online	gambling,	it	does	not	consider	loot	boxes	as	such,	meaning	many	games	continue	to	offer	them	in	the	US.	Bills	have	been	introduced	in	Congress,	such	as	Sen.
Josh	Hawley’s	(R-MO)	proposed	Protecting	Children	from	Abusive	Games	Act,	but	none	have	passed.	(Image	credit:	Epic	Games)	Like	the	majority	of	online	multiplayer	games,	Fortnite	doesn't	let	you	purchase	items	with	actual	currency.	You	need	to	earn	V-Bucks,	either	through	purchasing	them	or	unlocking	them,	to	buy	skins,	harvesting	tools,	and
other	cosmetics	items.	So	how	do	you	get	free	V-Bucks	in	Fortnite?Epic	Games	doesn't	offer	a	lot	of	free	ways	to	get	V-Bucks	as	they	want	you	to	spend	money	on	its	free-to-play	battle	royale.	You'll	need	to	spend	ample	time	in-game	if	you	want	to	save	up	enough	to	afford	a	1,500	V-Buck	skin	($15),	let	alone	more	than	one	without	spending	much	real
cash.	Here	are	some	tips	to	make	your	time	building,	shooting,	and	gliding	as	monetizable	as	possible.	Play	through	the	Battle	Pass	(Image	credit:	Epic	Games)Fortnite:	Battle	Royale	comes	with	two	different	types	of	battle	passes,	one	that	costs	$9.99	for	a	number	of	unlockables	and	a	free	one	that	every	player	gets.	Both	contain	a	handful	of	V-Bucks
as	a	reward,	although	they'll	take	a	lot	of	time	to	unlock.	Each	battle	pass	lasts	around	ten	weeks	before	a	new	one	begins.	When	you	login	be	sure	to	check	the	daily	and	other	challenges,	both	of	which	will	give	you	points	to	unlock	battle	pass	tiers,	after	completion.	Each	battle	pass	unlocks	items	and	V-Bucks	by	Tier.	There	are	100	to	unlock	but	not
every	tier	in	the	free	pass	comes	with	a	reward.The	free	pass	also	nets	you	far	fewer	V-Bucks	than	the	paid	ones,	but	we'd	caution	you	before	buying	the	pass.	Make	sure	you	plan	to	spend	enough	time	playing	Fortnite	if	you	want	to	actually	unlock	some	V-Bucks.	Play	Save	the	World	(Image	credit:	Epic	Games)Fortnite:	Save	the	World	is	the	original
cooperative	game	mode	that	Fortnite	launched	as	before	turning	into	the	battle	royale	juggernaut	it	is	today.	In	it,	you	fight	zombies	for	as	long	as	you	can,	either	alone	or	among	friends,	in	survival	where	you	build	and	shoot	until	you	get	overwhelmed.	The	issue	is	that	Save	the	World	isn't	free	despite	Epic	Game's	promises	to	make	it	free-to-play.
You'll	have	to	purchase	the	game	mode	in	one	of	the	several	packages	it	comes	with,	starting	at	$39.99	on	most	storefronts	including	the	Xbox	One,	PlayStation	4,	and	PC.	Save	the	World	is	not	available	on	Nintendo	Switch	and	Epic	has	said	they	have	no	plans	to	bring	it	to	Nintendo's	console.	Keep	an	eye	out	for	when	Save	the	World	becomes	free-
to-play.	Save	the	World	rewards	are	much	better	than	the	ones	in	the	battle	royale	and	can	help	you	save	up	faster	over	time.	Here	are	a	few	things	you	can	do	once	you	have	a	copy	of	the	original	Fortnite	mode:Login	Daily	-	Save	the	World	will	give	you	daily	login	rewards,	all	you	have	to	do	is	turn	the	game	on.	Rewards	including	different	types	of
cosmetics	and	the	occasional	small	amount	of	V-Bucks	(150	or	$1.50).	If	you	plan	on	playing	Fortnite:	Battle	Royale	it	wouldn't	hurt	to	pop	over	to	Save	the	World.Daily	Challenges	-	Epic	has	unique	challenges	to	complete	every	day	that	will	net	you	different	types	of	rewards,	including	V-Bucks.		Play	Storm	the	Shield	-	These	missions	are	unlocked	as
you	play	through	different	areas	in	Save	the	World's	campaign.	Each	reward	you	100	or	150	V-Bucks.	Complete	Quests	-	Like	the	daily	challenges,	save	the	world	also	has	other	challenges	and	goals	you	can	complete	to	earn	V-Bucks.	Get	a	deal	in	the	item	shop	The	obvious	answer	here	is	to	hop	onto	Fortnite	and	buy	V-Bucks,	either	with	a	credit	card
or	with	a	pre-purchasable	voucher	at	a	store	like	Target	or	GameSpot.	Every	1,000	V-Bucks	is	worth	about	$10	and	V-Bucks	are	available	in	different	amounts.	You'll	usually	have	to	spend	more	money	if	you	want	one	specific	item	(ie.	spend	$20	to	get	a	$15	skin).	Sometimes	the	Item	Shop,	where	you'll	need	to	go	to	buy	V-Bucks,	will	have	deals	where
you	get	some	free	V-Bucks	if	you	buy	a	special	skin	set	or	similar	item.	There	aren't	a	ton	of	ways	to	get	free	V-Bucks	in	Fortnite,	but	if	you	take	a	look	at	YouTube	and	other	similar	sites	you'll	see	hundreds	of	videos	advertising	methods	to	earn	them	for	free.	The	majority	of	these	videos	are	scams,	so	be	wary	of	anyone	trying	to	get	your	personal
information.		
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